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March30, 2000

The HonorableHal Rogers The HonorableJoseSerrano
Chairman RankingMember
Subcommitteeof Commerce,Justice, Subcommitteeon Commerce,Justice,
StateandJudiciary StateandJudiciary
US Capitol,H309 - US Capitol,H309
Washington,DC 20515 Washington,DC 20515

DearChairmanRogersandRankingMemberSerrano:

We arewriting to thankyou for yourconsistentsupportoftheStateCriminal Alien
AssistanceProgram(SCAAP) andto askthatit be fundedat$650million in Fiscal
Year2001.

Securingournation’sbordersis theexclusiveresponsibilityofthefederal
government.With thisresponsibilitycomestheaddedduty of incarcerating
undocumentedalienswho commitcrimes.SCAAPreimbursesstateandlocal
governmentsfor thecostsassociatedwith theincarcerationofundocumented
criminal aliens.

Californiahasthelargestpopulationof incarceratedundocumentedcriminal aliens.
As a. result, Californiastateandlocal governmentsincur greatercoststhanany
otherjurisdiction. In fact, over thepastseveralyears,thecostto qualifying
jurisdictionshasexceededreimbursementby hundredsofmillions of dollars.These
coststaketaxpayerdollarsawayfrom local educationandpublic safetyprojectsin
orderto paythestaggeringcostofincarceration.

Again, thankyou for youreffortswith regardto SCAAPfunding. We standready
to work with you to ensurethat reimbursementofthesecostsremainsahigh federal
priority.

Sincerely,
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